Abstract The World Landslide Forum is a triennial mainstream conference that gathers together the scientific and technological community, policymakers, industry actors, public officials, and other stakeholders, who deal with the understanding and management of landslide disaster risk. The 4th World Landslide Forum (WLF4) was held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, from 29 May to 2 June 2017 and discussed the progress of landslide research and risk reduction for advancing the culture of living with natural hazards. A high-level panel composed of United Nations officials, international stakeholders, and national organizations sought to identify the best mechanisms to be developed by the community of the International Consortium on Landslides (ICL). The objective was to advance the implementation of the ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships, to achieve a better commitment among partners, and to provide substantive services to developing countries. During the WLF4, the 2017 Ljubljana Declaration on Landslide Risk Reduction was adopted and the concept framework of the Kyoto 2020 Commitment was endorsed.
Antecedents of the International Consortium on Landslides
The International Consortium on Landslides (ICL) is an international, nongovernmental, and nonprofit scientific organization composed of landslide experts and representatives from international parties associated with disaster risk reduction (DRR 1. promote landslide research for the benefit of society and the environment, and capacity building, including education, notably in developing countries; 2. integrate the geosciences and technology within the appropriate national cultural and social contexts in order to evaluate landslide risk in urban, rural, and developing areas including cultural and natural heritage sites, as well as to contribute to the protection of the natural environment and sites of high societal value; 3. combine and coordinate international expertise in landslide risk assessment and mitigation studies, thereby resulting in an effective international organization, which will act as a partner in various international and national projects; and 4. promote a global, multidisciplinary program on landslides.
Several activities are carried out on a regular basis under the umbrella of ICL. These include the University Twinning and Networking (UNITWIN) Cooperation Programme on landslide risk mitigation for society and the environment with UNESCO and Kyoto University, the publication of the journal Landslides, the International Programme on Landslides (IPL) (Sassa 2004b) , the World Landslide Forum (WLF) held every 3 years (Table 1 ) (Sassa 2009 (Sassa , 2017a Sassa et al. 2012 Sassa et al. , 2015 world heritage sites: instability investigation and sustainable mitigation; (2) Rock fall occurrence and fragmentation; (3) Glacial lake outburst floods; and (4) Landslides and society. An additional special session was devoted to the International Programme on Landslides in which activities and progress of the WCoEs and IPL projects were presented by the corresponding leaders. The objective of the session was to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of current contributions to landslide disaster research and landslide disaster risk reduction.
A high-level panel discussion was organized to discuss strengthening research and government networking in nations susceptible to landslides, particularly developing countries, in order to support landslide disaster risk reduction endeavors. This cooperative program requires joint efforts on the part of governments, United Nations organizations, international nongovernment organizations (NGOs), and the world scientific and technical community. Thus, these entities were called upon to discuss the necessary and immediate steps needed to move towards an effective implementation of the ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships 2015-2025 and to support the IPL as its infrastructure (Sassa 2017a) . Participants in the high-level panel sought to identify the best mechanisms to be developed by the ICL community in order to advance the implementation of the ISDR-ICL Sendai Partnerships, to achieve a better commitment among partners, and to provide substantive services to developing countries.
Reference was made to several actions and targets (Sassa 2017a) , which offered several viable strategic lines of engagement. These initiatives included the identification of root causes and risk drivers of landslides, particularly those related to land use, land development, and the consequent exposure of vulnerable communities to landslides as a result of population growth and lack of territorial management. To better understand and reduce landslide disaster risk, appropriate and periodic science-based risk assessments should be undertaken and better networking must be sought to enhance the interaction of all stakeholders. Cognizant of the fact that landslide disaster risk reduction is a cross-cutting concern, landscape mitigation has to be addressed by considering multiscale (with particular emphasis on local level), multihazard, transdisciplinary perspectives. Multiple speakers advocated an integrated approach on disaster risk research, a structure that is most likely to guarantee the codesign and coproduction of knowledge needed to strengthen decision making and practice for the benefit of society.
Because the purpose of the Sendai Framework is ''the substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the economic, physical, (Sassa 2017b) .
A summary of the 2017 Ljubljana Declaration on Landslide Risk Reduction includes these major points enshrined the conference document. The participants:
• addressed the challenges of landslide disaster risk. They examined how landslide knowledge, technology, and investigation can be enhanced and applied to reduce vulnerability and exposure and to build the resilience of persons, communities, and countries to landslide disasters that, like other disasters triggered by natural hazards, undermine efforts to achieve the sustainable development goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; noted that landslides are a complex natural phenomenon of many types and varieties that can be triggered by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, heavy and recurrent rainfall, typhoons, hurricanes, wildfires, snowmelt, sometimes exacerbated by anthropogenic activities and developments such as construction of roads and waterworks and mining. They recalled that submarine landslides are able to generate tsunamis and represent a major hazard to coastal areas; • underlined that landslides, which occur on land and at sea, continue to pose considerable risks to humankind, to human settlements, and to livelihoods and economies in mountains, cities, coasts, and islands. They further emphasized that people most exposed to, and affected by, landslide disasters are disproportionately the poor, marginalized, and vulnerable, including women and children; • cautioned that climate change and variability are expected to increasingly affect the frequency and extent of heavy rainfall and wildfires at local and regional levels with an enhanced potential for landslide occurrence. The combined effects of natural phenomena and human adverse activities, which are often associated with a rise in the vulnerability and exposure of urban and rural settlements and agglomerations, are increasing landslide risk throughout the world; • reiterated that understanding landslides, their associated risks, and the vulnerability of societies requires an integrated and multidisciplinary approach that includes contributions from natural, social, and engineering sciences as well as local and traditional knowledge; 
